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FEBRUARY MEETING:
NEW MEXICANS FOR SCIENCE

AND REASON WILL HEAR
MARK TAYLOR

on “Climate Models: What are
they made of and what can they

do?”
WEDS., FEBRUARY 10th, 7 PM

==>MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY AND SCIENCE<==

==>1801 Mountain Road NW<==
In the Multi-Purpose Room

Bring a friend!

FUTURE MEETINGS ANNOUNCED

February 10th, 2016 NMSR Meeting
- Mark Taylor will speak on on "Climate Models:
What are they made of and what can they do?"
Our  February
speaker  will  be
Mark  Taylor  of
Multiphysics
Applications  at
Sandia  National
Labs.

“I'll  give
an  overview  of
what  a  modern

climate  model  looks  like,  what  kinds  of
simulations they can perform and how they are
used  in  practice.  I  will  also  describe  Sandia's
work on the Atmosphere component  of  the U.S.
Department of Energy's climate model.”

7  PM  Wednesday  February  10th,  New  Mexico
Museum of Natural History and Science, Multi-Purpose
Room.

Venue Search Goes On...
We are still looking for a new venue for meetings,

but several promising locations have not worked out for one
reason  or  another,  so  the  search  continues.  For  the  time
being, we'll continue to meet at the NM Museum of Natural
History and Science. Please tell Dave Thomas if you'd like
to be on the committee to find a new venue. Watch the
web site and next newsletter for the latest details.

Coming this Spring: Dr. Stan Chou of Sandia,
on developing catalysts for producing hydrogen.
War  of  the  Weasels  Update!  Ewert
responds.   Details, Page 4.

“Does the World Matter to God? Why
Should it Matter to Us?” On February 18,
2016  at  7:00  pm,  John  Lennox  and  Mark
Boslough
will  discuss
these
questions  at
Woodward
Hall  101  at
UNM. Show
up  and  give
Mark  some
support!
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New Mexicans for Science & Reason (NMSR)
NMSR  is  a  non-profit  group  with  the  goals  of

promoting science, the scientific method, rational thinking,
and critical examination of dubious or extraordinary claims.
NMSR meets at 7 PM on the second Wednesday of each
month, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History and Science.  NMSR Reports is
its official newsletter. 
NMSR officers:
Dave Thomas, President
P.O. Box 1017, Peralta, NM 87042
nmsrdave@swcp.com
John Covan, Vice-President
jmcovan@juno.com
Nancy Shelton, Treasurer
11617 Snowheights NE,  Albuq., NM 87112
nshelton10@comcast.net
Eddy Jacobs, Resident Neutron Generator
eddyjacobs88@gmail.com 
John Geohegan, Past President
jgeoh@swcp.com
Kim Johnson, Industrial Physicist
kimber@comcast.net
Marilyn Savitt-Kring, Science Mom
Harry Murphy, Physicist, Medical Quackery
Membership: $20/year, includes newsletter, make your 
check payable to NMSR, send to treasurer (Shelton).
Newsletter available in hard-copy and downloadable PDF.
NMSR Advisors:
• Mark Boslough, 

Physicist (Impacts, Climate Change,
Global Warming).  Sandia National Labs. 

• Kendrick Frazier
Editor, Skeptical Inquirer

• John Geissman
Professor of Paleomagnetism, UNM

• Alan Hale
Southwest Institute for Space Research

• Randy Thornhill
 Professor of Biology, UNM

Cyber-Cypher Clue: Z = W.
Bonus Puzzle Clue: Splash the problem around your mind.
WANTED: READER ARTICLES & COMMENTARY

Got  something  you  want  to  share  with  NMSR
members? Send it in! ATTN: Dave Thomas, Editor, NMSR
Reports.

REMEMBER,  our next NMSR meeting is at 7
PM on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10th, 2016,
at the New Mexico Museum of Natural History
and Science!

PUZZLE TIME!
[Please send solutions to Dave Thomas at: nmsrdave@swcp.com, or at 
801 Fitch Ave., Socorro NM 87801.]

Cyber-Cypher: FEBRUARY PUZZLE
(Submitted by Dave Thomas)
The following letters are a simple substitution cypher.  If R 
stands for L, R will stand for L everywhere. Your Cyber-
Cypher Clue: Clue? Oh, well - if you must, see p. 2.

" L N J I X ,  L G H  P B N A I B

Z I M D C O P  I B I M D C K L K  I M H

L G H  H W V C S I B H O L  N Y  L G H

Y B I L - H I M L G H M K . "  -

K H O I L N M  L H J  T M V U ,

L H R I K  M H E V A B C T I O

SUPER SECRET WORD!
However you prefer to do the cypher itself (above

or  below),  simply  duplicate  those  actions  on  the
alphabetized row of cypher letters below.  You’ll build an
answer key, and you’ll also reveal - the Super Secret Word!

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

JANUARY CYPHER SOLUTION 
"I'M SORRY. THERE'S NO ONE ON THE BALCONY
AND THERE'S NO ONE THROWING BOTTLES OFF THE 
BALCONY. AND IF THERE WERE, IT WAS ABOUT SIX
HOURS AGO." - GOV. SUSANA MARTINEZ
Esteemed January Code Crackers:  Mike Arms*, Terry 
Lauritsen* .  *Secret Word: "MUNSTER LOGIC BAD"

Need more Secret Word Cryptograms? 

New puzzles every week at 
www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm

FEBRUARY Bonus: “Gardening Time”
Submitted by Dave Thomas

You are busy in the garden, whipping up a
batch  of  fertilizer  for  the  plants.  You  need  to
measure exactly five gallons of water for the mix,
but all you have at hand are two buckets (one has
a  three-gallon  capacity,  while  the  other  holds

http://www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm
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seven-gallons).  Neither bucket is graduated with
gallon marks. You can get as much water as you
you need from the hose, and any excess water can
be used in the garden. Being clever, you quickly
realize a method for using the two buckets to get
exactly five gallons of water.

The February Bonus: How many gallons
of water need to be supplied from the hose? And
how many excess gallons of water will you pour
into the garden?

January Bonus: 
“Where's Papa?”
Submitted by Dave Thomas
On New Year's Eve of 2015, a certain woman was

exactly 18 years older than her child. On New Year's Eve of
2018, she will be exactly nine times older than the child.

The January Bonus:  On New Year's  Eve 2015,
where was the child's father?

Solution:  The  child  was  -9  months old  on New
Year's Eve 2015, at which time his father was busy making
love with his mother. 
Congrats to our crack January Solvers: Rocky S. Stone 
(NM), Jackson Carmichael (Down Under), Eric Hanczyc 
(WA), Brian Pasko (NM).

January 13th,
2016 Meeting:
John  Fleck  on
"Beyond the Cadillac
Desert: How myths of
crisis  and  conflict
stand  in  the  way  of
solving  the  West's
water problems"

Our  January 13th

speaker  was John Fleck,
formerly a science writer
at  the  Albuquerque  Journal.  John  told  the  audience
how  his  evolution  into  New  Mexico's  chief  Water
Wonk began with his attendance at an NMSR meeting
featuring paleo-climatologist Dave Gutzler of UNM.
Following this introduction at NMSR, John began to
write more stories on climate and water issues. Once
the seed had been planted, it blossomed into several
years  of  covering  water  issues  at  the  Journal.  John
described the difficulties of working at a major paper.
Sure, one is guaranteed many readers, but between the

limited  space  available,  the  need  to  repeat  baseline
concepts  in  every  story,  and  editorial  direction  on
which topics which could be covered, John eventually
decided  to  leave  the  Journal  in  order  to  be  able  to
write on water issues more comprehensively.

He is now part of a group at UNM working on
water  issues  (University  of  New  Mexico  Water
Resources Program), and is in the process of finishing
his  new  book,  Beyond  the  Cadillac  Desert:  How
myths of crisis and conflict stand in the way of solving
the  West's  water  problems.  (This  title  was  revealed
publicly for the first time at our meeting.)

John started his talk with the idea of building
a  “pirate  ship,”  based  on  the  late  Washington  Post
editor  Ben  Bradlee's  concept  of  making  forays  into
independent investigations within a larger publishing
franchise.  While  his  pirate  ship  did  permit  many
successful voyages into water journalism, John found
that an even bigger break was needed to address the
issues in the depth that is required.

One  of  the  topics  John is  following now is
Lettuce. Looking at what is happening on the ground
in  lettuce  farms  like  those  in  Yuma,  Arizona  is  a
microcosm of water use in general.  But,  it's  not  the
kind  of  in-depth  topic  that  can  be  explored
successfully  in  a  daily  newspaper  format.  Yuma
produces 90% of the winter lettuce crop for the United
States. But instead of the wanton waste that one might
expect,  John  has  found  that  lettuce  farmers  are
voluntarily limiting water use in the heat of summer.
Optimizing  soil  moisture  in  non-growing  seasons
leads  to  better  water  economy,  and  ranchers  are
finding they can get financial support from cities like
Los Angeles, who will pay farmers for water they are
not using. 

In  the  last  part  of  his  talk,  John  Fleck
addressed  several  myths  regarding  water  use.  Myth
number one is that “We’re running out of water.” John
showed that Los Angeles, for example, is now using
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less  water  proportionally  than  they  used  to.  It's  a
struggle, and things are on the edge, but things are still
OK. This isn't just in Los Angeles; in Albuquerque and
other cities, the demand for water is not keeping pace
with population, because the population's water habits
are generally changing for the better.

Another myth is credited to Mark Twain, but
this is apocryphal: “Whiskey’s for drinkin’, water’s for
fightin’ over.” John has found encouraging examples
of  cooperation  on  water  use;  it's  not  always  about
confrontation. 

Then  there  is  the  myth  that  “Water  flows
uphill to money.” John discussed Las Vegas, the very
symbol of money and its power. Yes, Las Vegas has
the  money,  but  water  is  still  going  to  primarily
agricultural  uses  anyway.  What  about  all  those
gushing hotel  fountains? One reason that  Las  Vegas
can get by using less water is their admission that “We
do fake well.”  A lively Q&A followed.

NMSR thanks John Fleck for a fascinating
talk.

Target? TARGET? We STILL don't 
need no stinkin' Target! The War of the 
Weasels is back!
By Dave Thomas

Following  last  month's  newsletter  article
on the renewed “War of the Weasels,” along with
a  related  blog  post  on  the  Panda's  Thumb,
Intelligent  Design  theorist  Winston  Ewert  has
responded. He writes “Thomas's critique fails. He
does raise a couple of legitimate flaws. However,
he  focuses  on  raising  nonsense  objections  and
offering unsupportable misreadings of my papers.
Thomas  has  not  demonstrated  the  evolution  of
irreducible complexity. He has not demonstrated

the  natural  production  of  complex  specified
information.”   Ewert  is  still  in  denial  that  my
algorithm indeed does produce both “irreducible
complexity” and “complex specified information”
as defined by ID theorists themselves.
http://pandasthumb.org/archives/2016/01/target-target-w.html  
http://www.evolutionnews.org/2016/02/steiner_wars_an102577.html 

More Skeptiverse Haiku! 
by Keith Thomas

Warning!  Skeptiverse
Content could trigger stresses
Within distressed minds.

Year after year, dumped
Upon us/Updated crap

On Nostradamus!

Sensible people
Should prefer Free Wi-Fi zones,

Not Wi-Fi-Free zones.

Pseudoscientists
Like to pseudoscientize

Scientific terms.

As a business,
Clean diesel technology
Looks downright dirty.

Should placebo pills
Come packaged with a product 

Expiration date?

DUES - check the date on your mailing label.  If it's time for you 
to renew, or to make a contribution,  please send a check to 
NANCY SHELTON, NMSR Treasurer, 
11617 Snowheights NE, Albuq., NM 87112
Name ________
Address______________________
Membership $20 per annum*
On the Net? Ask for the Paperless NMSR Reports! Send an email 
to nmsrdave@swcp.com “Dave Thomas” 
*For Renewals that are above the $20 annual amount, the excess 
will be applied to the NMSR budget. Thanks!
The NMSR e-mail list is fun!  It’s an e-mail list with news 
announcements of interest to NMSR members, discussions 
about news of the times, and more.  To join, send a request to 
nmsrdave@swcp.com.
Thanks to: John Covan, Eddy Jacobs, Nancy Shelton, Debbie 
Thomas, Keith Thomas, and all our Puzzlers!

http://www.evolutionnews.org/2016/02/steiner_wars_an102577.html
http://pandasthumb.org/archives/2016/01/target-target-w.html

