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JUNE MEETING:
NEW MEXICANS FOR SCIENCE

AND REASON WILL HEAR 
DAVE STRAUB on

“Underground Testing at the
Nevada Test Site”

WEDS., JUNE 11th, 7 PM
==>MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY AND SCIENCE<==

==>1801 Mountain Road NW<==
In the Multi-Purpose Room

Bring a friend
FUTURE MEETINGS ANNOUNCED

June 11th,  2014 NMSR Meeting : Dave
Straub on “Remembering Underground
Testing  Days  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site:
Traveling with the Thundering Herd”

Dave Straub began working at Sandia Labs in 1967
after graduating with an ASEE degree from North American
Technical Institute (NATI). He then joined the Sandia Field

Test  group  involved  with  the  Nevada  Test  Site  (NTS)
underground  testing programs.  While  working  with  Field
Test group he invented Stack Racks, and the system became
the standard for Sandia’s electronic equipment down hole
support platform. From 1972 to 1982, Dave was involved in
14  large  tests  that  were  conducted  at  NTS.  Dave  retired
from Sandia in 2005 as a Senior Member of the Technical
Staff  after  35  years  of  service.  Since  then  he  has  been
working for Sandia as a consultant.

Dave Straub has written many articles on aviation
history for Skyway’s Aviation Magazine, and given talks to
various groups around the country on modeling and aviation
history  including  talks  at  the  Smithsonian  Aviation
museums in the DC  area.  He has received many awards
both  on  a  local  and  national  level  for  his  scratch  built
models,  and his  award-winning collection of  dirigibles  is
currently on display at the Albuquerque Balloon Museum.

7 PM June 11th at the NM Museum of Natural History
and Science. Info, John Covan, 268-1878.

July 9th, 2014 NMSR Meeting:
Cancelled !  

As  Dave  Thomas  has  to  go  to  night
summer school  during June and July,  and since
many  folks  are  on  travel  that  month,  we  have
decided  not  to  have  a  meeting  for  July.  John
Covan has graciously agreed to host the June 11 th

meeting.

August 13th, 2014 NMSR Meeting:
TBD !  

We are still setting about getting a speaker
for August. Hey, if you gave a good suggestion,
send  it  along  to  Dave  Thomas
(nmsrdave@swcp.com)  and  John  Covan
(jmcovan@juno.com)! 

mailto:nmsrdave@swcp.com
mailto:jmcovan@juno.com
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New Mexicans for Science & Reason (NMSR)
NMSR  is  a  non-profit  group  with  the  goals  of

promoting science, the scientific method, rational thinking,
and critical examination of dubious or extraordinary claims.
NMSR meets at 7 PM on the second Wednesday of each
month, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History and Science.  NMSR Reports is
its official newsletter. 
NMSR officers:
Dave Thomas, President
P.O. Box 1017, Peralta, NM 87042
nmsrdave@swcp.com
John Covan, Vice-President
jmcovan@juno.com
Nancy Shelton, Treasurer
11617 Snowheights NE,  Albuq., NM 87112
nshelton10@comcast.net
Eddy Jacobs, Resident Neutron Generator
eddyjacobs88@gmail.com 
John Geohegan, Past President
jgeoh@swcp.com
Kim Johnson, Industrial Physicist
kimber@comcast.net
Marilyn Savitt-Kring, Science Mom
Harry Murphy, Physicist, Medical Quackery
Membership: $20/year, includes newsletter, make your 
check payable to NMSR, send to treasurer (Shelton).
Newsletter available in hard-copy and downloadable PDF.
NMSR Advisors:
• Mark Boslough, 

Physicist (Impacts, Climate Change,
Global Warming).  Sandia National Labs. 

 • Robert Cormack
Professor of Psychology, NMIMT

• Kendrick Frazier
Editor, Skeptical Inquirer

• John Geissman
Professor of Paleomagnetism, UNM

• Alan Hale
Southwest Institute for Space Research

• Randy Thornhill
 Professor of Biology, UNM

Cyber-Cypher Clue: Q = J
Bonus Puzzle Clue:  Use Maths!

WANTED: READER ARTICLES AND 
COMMENTARY

Got  something  you  want  to  share  with
NMSR  members?  Send  it  in!  ATTN:  Dave
Thomas, Editor, NMSR Reports.
REMEMBER,  our next regular NMSR meeting is at 7 PM
on  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  11th,  2014,  at  the  NM
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY AND SCIENCE!

PUZZLE TIME!
[Please send solutions to Dave Thomas at: 
nmsrdave@swcp.com, or at P.O. Box 1017, Peralta NM 
87042.]

Cyber-Cypher: JUNE PUZZLE
(Submitted by Dave Thomas)
The following letters are a simple substitution cypher.  If R 
stands for L, R will stand for L everywhere. Your Cyber-
Cypher Clue: Clue? Oh, well - if you must, see p. 2.

" C D  C V  D I B

M X B N D C J O C V D V  H I J

Z W N V T I B S J R V W E  N X B

M W N C S C O Y  D I N D  Y J A  C V

M I B N D C O Y  R V  C O  N

V D R T C A  H N E . "  - -  Q .  H .

O C B O I R E V .  

SUPER SECRET WORD!
However you prefer to do the cypher itself (above

or  below),  simply  duplicate  those  actions  on  the
alphabetized row of cypher letters below.  You’ll build an
answer key, and you’ll also reveal - the Super Secret Word!

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

MAY CYPHER SOLUTION 
"FLAWS IN AIRCRAFT DESIGN DO NOT PROVE 
THE EXISTENCE OF MAGIC CARPETS." - BEN 
GOLDACRE, UK MEDICAL DOCTOR AND SCIENCE 
BLOGGER.
Esteemed  May Code Crackers: Mike Arms*, Terry 
Lauritsen*, Austin Moede*    
*Secret Word: WRONG ALT MED BUPKIS 
BELATED CREDIT FOR APRIL PUZZLE: Nancy Shelton

June Bonus: “A Question of Time”
Courtesy Sam
Loyd

The  June
Bonus:  The  hour
and minute hands
are  at  equal
distance  from  the
6 hour,  what time
will it be exactly?
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May Bonus: “How Much Can Jesús Save?” 
Submitted by Dave Thomas

A large grocery-store chain, Krikey's, has
a promotion where their “Krikey Club” customers
can get discounts on automobile fuel.  For every
dollar a customer spends at Krikey's, they get a
point.  When enough points are accumulated, they
can be cashed in for gas discounts at the pump.
The discounts come only in 10-cent intervals: 100
points  gets  the  shopper  a  10-cent  discount  per
gallon of gas, 200 points would fetch a 20-cent
discount,  and so on up to  1000 points,  and the
maximum  discount  of  a  dollar  per  gallon.
Discounts  can  not  be  used  for  more  than  35
gallons at a time.

Points that are not used by the end of each
calendar  month  are  forfeited,  and  each  month
starts a clean slate for each customer.

Shopper  Jesús  Martinez  spends  the
equivalent of 20 dollars per day at Krikeys every
month.  His  old  car's  gas  tank  has  a  24-gallon
capacity, and he uses one gallon of gas per day.
Assume the price of gas  for a  typical  month is
$3.33 per gallon, and that a month is 30 days long
(for ease of calculations). 

The May Bonus: What is the most Jesús
can save? And how does he do it?
ANSWER: Jesús starts the month off with a full tank
of gasoline (24 gallons). He should buy 6 gallons of
gasoline at  full  price any day before the 24 th of  the
month.   Then,  he can get  his maximum discount  of
$0.60/gallon  on  the  30th,  saving  24*$0.60  =  $14.40
overall, if he drives on fumes into the station. If Jesús
keeps at least a gallon in the tank, getting 7 gallons by
the 23rd, he can still save $13.80. 
Congrats to our May Solvers: Keith Gilbert (NM), 
Paul Braterman (UK), Eric Hanczyc (WA), and Austin 
Moede (NM).

Science Fair Winners
Congratulations goes out to Eli Echt-Wilson and
Albert Zuo of La Cueva High School, for their
senior botany project “A Computational Model of
Tree Growth to Maximize Carbon Sequestration.”
They each received a $100 award for their New
Mexico  Science  and  Engineering  Fair  project
from NMSR. 

May 14th, 2014 NMSR Meeting : Alfred
Russel Wallace - Was He Robbed?

At  our  May  14th

meeting,  we  saw  part  of  a
surprising  new  documentary
with explorer Bill Bailey, on
Russell and Darwin's race to
publish theories of evolution.
Bailey  re-visited  many  sites
that  Wallace  had  learned
from,  and  took  his  cause  to
the British museum.

The  first  half  of  the
documentary  is  titled

“Wallace  In  Borneo,”  and  is  available  online  at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ViNumnAFw .

The second part, “Wallace In The Spice 
Islands,” is available online at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VaefYfY1L0  

The documentary made a strong point that, even
though Wallace got credit for co-discovering the theory
of evolution in the years after 1858, that recognition has
almost  completely  evaporated  in  the  present  day.  Bill
Bailey  has  made  restoring  Wallace's  contributions  his
mission.  Explorer  Bailey  appeared  to  have  a  blast  re-
tracing Wallace's steps through the Malay Archipelago,
along with his scientific trail-blazing. 

John  Geohegan  has  sent  along  these
comments from a review of John Van Wyhe's  book,
"Dispelling the Darkness" which deals with Wallace
and Darwin, and giving credit where credit was due:
“...-  it  is  inaccurate  to  claim  that  Wallace  was
somehow short-shrifted,  that  credit  was  stolen  from
him.  In  fact,  following  the  joint  announcement  of
Darwin and Wallace's ideas at the Linnean Society in
1858,  for  the  rest  of  his  life  Wallace  referred  to
Darwin's theory, clarified that Darwin was far ahead
of him and had done more with his theory, and even
titled his book on evolution Darwinism (interestingly,
Wallace  referred  to  Charles  Darwin's  natural
selection in a letter to a journal even before On the
Origin of Species)...”

Will  Alfred Russell  Wallace regain the fame
he once enjoyed? Will we ever celebrate January 8th as
“Wallace Day”? Stay tuned!

NMSR thanks John Covan for suggesting this
program, and John Geohegan for adding good points.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VaefYfY1L0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ViNumnAFw


June 2014 NMSR Reports, Vol.20, No. 6        www.nmsr.org Page 4

It's a YouTube 9/11 Truth Debate!
By Dave Thomas

NMSR is involved in a YouTube Debate
on  "What  Caused  the  Collapses  of  the  Twin
Towers  on  9-11-2001."  Going  first  is  Michael
Fullerton of Vernon 9/11 Truth, based in British
Columbia. Mr. Fullerton's opening remarks are on
YouTube here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9lsNFYt5Ik 

A Handy chart of Logical Fallacies, which
seem to be key to this debate,  can be downloaded
here:
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/poster 

I will upload my response in a few weeks.
Each debater will then have the opportunity for a
brief rebuttal and closure.

Stay tuned ro YouTube channel theNMSR
for some 9/11 Truth Debate Action!

Dave Thomas's introductory video is here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7RO4uOE9R7s 

Since  I've  already  made  a  transcript  of
Fullerton's  first  salvo  to  help  me  prepare  my
response, I am including it here. If you still want
to see the video after reading this, at least you've
been warned!
Transcript,  Michael  Fullerton/  Vernon
9/11 Truth Debate, Part 1

I'm Michael  Fullerton.  This  is  the first  part  of  a
debate between me and Dave Thomas. The debate will deal
with which explanation of the Twin Tower collapses on 9-
11-2001  is  more  scientific  –  the  Official  Story,  or  the
Controlled Demolition Hypothesis.

I would like to thank Mr. Thomas for agreeing to
debate  me.   Very  few  Official  Story  believers  have  the
courage to debate any serious 9-11 skeptic like myself. In
my experience,  though,  to  this  date,  zero  Official  Story
believers  have  been  able  to  maintain  a  rational,  focused,
fact-based debate on this topic. Let's hope that Mr. Thomas
is an exception to the rule. 

My opening argument, in favor of the Controlled
Demolition  Hypothesis  of  the  Twin  Towers,  is
extraordinarily simple. 

In  Science,  the  prevailing  explanation  for  a
particular  phenomenon  must  be  the  simplest  explanation
available, and has the most supporting evidence.  In another

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RO4uOE9R7s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RO4uOE9R7s
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/poster
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9lsNFYt5Ik
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way, the superior explanation will best explain the available
observations. Observations can be observable facts, and the
results of experiments. If there are observations which the
explanation  cannot  account  for,  this  shows  that  the
explanation  is  wrong,  and  must  either  be  discarded,  or
changed to accommodate these observations. The Scientific
Method requires  that  you  first  gather  evidence,  and  then
provide  possible  explanations  for  that  evidence.   If  you
create the hypothesis first, without having any observations
to  back  it  up,  you  are  doing pseudoscience,  not  science.
1:59  If  you  ignore  observations  that  don't  fit  your
preconceived  beliefs,  you're  doing  pseudoscience,  not
science. 

The official story of how the towers fell on 9-11
does  not  have  a  single,  solitary  piece  of  supporting
scientific  evidence  –  none at  all.   The  9-11 Commission
report  contains  no  technical  information  whatsoever.  The
NIST report on the Twin Tower collapses provides sketchy
evidence only for the collapse initiations, and not the falls
of  the  Twin  Towers  themselves.  The  Official  Story  is
therefore 100% pseudoscience. 

We have incontrovertible evidence that a plane hit
each tower, and caused some structural damage.   We have
incontrovertible  evidence  that  on  impact,  those  planes
released  their  jet  fuel  in  fireballs  3:01,  which  set  each
building  on  fire.   This  fire  then  caused  some  additional
structural damage.  

There is absolutely no evidence, however, that this
damage resulted in the falls of both towers. There is only an
entirely  unsupported,  faith-based  belief  that  this  damage
caused the fall of the towers. 

The  Official  Story,  then,  is  complete
pseudoscience, and only supported by pseudoscientists. The
rapid fall times and highly symmetric descents of the Twin
Towers currently are only explainable by the use of some
form  of  Controlled  Demolition.  As  such,  this  constitutes
evidence  that  supports  the  Controlled  Demolition
explanation of the Twin Towers. 

The  entire  history  of  building  Controlled
Demolition supports the notion that  these buildings could
have come down by Controlled Demolition. 4:01 There has
never, ever been a case where a skyscraper has come down
in a similar manner as the Twin Towers, without using some
form of Controlled Demolition.  

Official  Story  believers,  then,  are  making  an
extraordinary claim, despite not having even any ordinary
evidence. This shows beyond the shadow of a doubt, that
the Controlled Demolition explanation is the most, and in

fact  only,  scientific  explanation  available  for  the  Twin
Tower collapses. 

To this date, no official 9-11 story believer has ever
been able to deal with this extraordinarily simple argument,
except  by  using  logical  fallacies.  Some  appeal  to  some
personal trait,  or circumstance of mine,  to draw attention
away  from  my  argument,  towards  me,  personally  –  ad
hominem. 5:03 Some claim that the fact of the Controlled
Demolition of the towers would require too many people,
and therefore be unlikely – appeal to incredulity. What none
have ever done is deal directly with my simple argument.
Mr. Thomas, the ball is in your court.

CESE  Annual  Meeting  on
Saturday, June 7!

NMSR members  are  cordially  invited  to
the Coalition for Excellence in Science and Math
Education  (CESE)  Annual  Meeting!  CESE will
have  a  picnic  lunch  at  the  Four  Hills  home  of
Steve and Karen Brugge on Saturday, June 7th,
at  4:00 PM.  Business  meeting  and elections  to
follow. New members welcome! The Brugges are
at 803 Maverick Trail. From Central/Tramway, go
south to 4 Hills Road. Take the 2nd left,  Warm
Sands Dr., then the 2nd right onto Maverick Trail.
You will not see the house from the street – look
for  the  803  on  the  carport.  Please  RSVP  to
Marilyn  Savitt-Kring,  at  marilynsavitt-
kring@comcast.net or at 505-856-6654.

CESE - An Educational Odyssey!
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NMSR  Article  on  COSMOS
Appearing  in  July/August
Skeptical Inquirer.

If  the  article  “Discovery  Institute  Attack
on Cosmos  Provides  a  Teaching Moment  of  Its
Own” appearing in the July/August 2014 issue of
Skeptical  Inquirer  looks  familiar,  that's  because
our readers got a sneak peak of an early version of
Dave  Thomas's  article  back  in  the  April  2014
issue of  NMSR Reports. The article lost a lot of
flab on the way to S/I; check out the issue, and

see what you think!

DUES - check the date on your mailing label.  If it's 
time for you to renew, or to make a contribution,  
please send a check to 
NANCY SHELTON, NMSR Treasurer, 
11617 Snowheights NE, Albuq., NM 87112
Name ________
Address______________________
Membership $20 per annum
On the Net? Ask for the Paperless NMSR Reports! 
Send an email to nmsrdave@swcp.com “Dave 
Thomas” 

The NMSR e-mail list is fun!  It’s an e-mail list 
with news announcements of interest to NMSR 
members, discussions about news of the times, and 
more.  To join, send a request to 
nmsrdave@swcp.com.
Thanks to: John Geohegan, Debbie Thomas and our
Puzzlers!


