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MAY MEETING:
NEW MEXICANS FOR SCIENCE

AND REASON WILL CELEBRATE 
Our 25th Anniversary! (For Real!)

WEDS., MAY 13th, 7 PM
==>MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY AND SCIENCE<==

==>1801 Mountain Road NW<==
In the Multi-Purpose Room

Bring a friend

FUTURE MEETINGS ANNOUNCED

May 13th NMSR Meeting – Our 
25th Anniversary! (For Real!)

The very first NMSR meeting took place
in the New Mexico Museum of Natural History's
Multi-purpose room on May 16th, 1990. And that
means NMSR's 25th Anniversary will be on May
16th, 2015!  Join us on Wednesday, May 13th 2015
to celebrate NMSR's Silver Jubilee!  Speakers at
the meeting itself  will  include  Mark Boslough,
Dave Thomas, John Geohegan, Ben Radford,
and Kim Johnson!

Ken Frazier will be on travel that day, but
has sent along his thoughts on the formation of
NMSR, for publication (Ken's article is on page
3). We'll have a short business meeting after the
talks to vote on officers and newsletter costs.

The meeting will be at 7 PM Wednesday
May  13th,  New  Mexico  Museum  of  Natural
History and Science, Multi-Purpose Room (to the
left  of  the  entry  atrium),  1801  Mountain  Road
NW

June 10th, 2015 NMSR Meeting – Bruce
Winchell,  TVC,  on  Public  vs  Private
Tech Transfer

Our June 10th speaker will
be  Registered  Patent  Attorney
Bruce  Winchell  of  Technology
Ventures  Corporation,  who will
speak  on  “Technology  Transfer
in the Public Sector; the Private
Sector; and the Differences.”

NO  MEETING  ON  JULY  8th!
NMSR  is  joining  the  throngs  taking  a

vacation this summer. See you on August 12th! 
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New Mexicans for Science & Reason (NMSR)
NMSR  is  a  non-profit  group  with  the  goals  of

promoting science, the scientific method, rational thinking,
and critical examination of dubious or extraordinary claims.
NMSR meets at 7 PM on the second Wednesday of each
month, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, at the New Mexico
Museum of Natural History and Science.  NMSR Reports is
its official newsletter. 
NMSR officers:
Dave Thomas, President
P.O. Box 1017, Peralta, NM 87042
nmsrdave@swcp.com
John Covan, Vice-President
jmcovan@juno.com
Nancy Shelton, Treasurer
11617 Snowheights NE,  Albuq., NM 87112
nshelton10@comcast.net
Eddy Jacobs, Resident Neutron Generator
eddyjacobs88@gmail.com 
John Geohegan, Past President
jgeoh@swcp.com
Kim Johnson, Industrial Physicist
kimber@comcast.net
Marilyn Savitt-Kring, Science Mom
Harry Murphy, Physicist, Medical Quackery
Membership: $20/year, includes newsletter, make your 
check payable to NMSR, send to treasurer (Shelton).
Newsletter available in hard-copy and downloadable PDF.
NMSR Advisors:
• Mark Boslough, 

Physicist (Impacts, Climate Change,
Global Warming).  Sandia National Labs. 

• Kendrick Frazier
Editor, Skeptical Inquirer

• John Geissman
Professor of Paleomagnetism, UNM

• Alan Hale
Southwest Institute for Space Research

• Randy Thornhill
 Professor of Biology, UNM

Cyber-Cypher Clue: J = Y, X = V
Bonus Puzzle Clue:   Just do it!!
WANTED: READER ARTICLES & COMMENTARY

Got  something  you  want  to  share  with  NMSR
members? Send it in! ATTN: Dave Thomas, Editor, NMSR
Reports.

REMEMBER,  our next NMSR meeting is at 7
PM on  WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th,  2015,  at  the
New Mexico Museum of Natural History and
Science!

PUZZLE TIME!
[Please send solutions to Dave Thomas at: nmsrdave@swcp.com, or at 
P.O. Box 1017, Peralta NM 87042.]

Cyber-Cypher: MAY PUZZLE
(Submitted by Dave Thomas)
The following letters are a simple substitution cypher.  If R 
stands for L, R will stand for L everywhere. Your Cyber-
Cypher Clue: Clue? Oh, well - if you must, see p. 2.

" L B U I L M  Y L  R B N B U  S T M

F S F T R G U B S Z  C M S Y U I  S M

U I L  Z G U T M G R  Y S M R K

Y B R R  K S  B U  Q S M  T V ,

G Z K  U I L  Z G U T M G R  Y S M R K

B V  K S B Z C  B U  Q S M  T V

M B C I U  Z S Y . "  -  A J

A A H ' V  K G X B K

G U U L Z A S M S T C I

SUPER SECRET WORD!
However you prefer to do the cypher itself (above

or  below),  simply  duplicate  those  actions  on  the
alphabetized row of cypher letters below.  You’ll build an
answer key, and you’ll also reveal - the Super Secret Word!

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

APRIL CYPHER SOLUTION 
NASA ENGINEERS AND MATHEMATICIANS IN 
HIGH-TECH HUNTSVILLE ARE STUNNED AND 
INFURIATED AFTER THE ALABAMA STATE 
LEGISTATURE [sic] REDEFINED 'PI' AS 
EXACTLY THREE.
Esteemed  April Code Crackers:  Terry Lauritsen*,  Mike 
Arms*, Austin Moede*, Alice Anderson*, . *Secret Word: 
"PLASTIC NUMBER" 

Need more Secret Word Cryptograms? 
New puzzles every week at 
www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm

http://www.nmsr.org/SocorroStumper.htm
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May Bonus:  “To Infinity, and Beyond!”
Submitted by Dave Thomas

For this puzzle, assume X is any non-zero
number,  and  consider  the  iterative  process  in
which X is replaced by 2 + 15/X.

The May Bonus: What does  X converge
to?
April Bonus: “Sustaining Livestock with the Joneses”

Submitted by Dave Thomas
Farmer Jones owns four times as many sheep as

cattle.  The grass on his farm is currently 12 inches high,
and grows at a rate of two inches per day. 

The grass on one acre of Farmer Jones' farm can
support  a  dozen  cattle  for  six  days,  accounting for  daily
growth. Alternatively, one acre of Farmer Jones' farm grass
can  support  three  dozen  sheep  for  twelve  days,  again
accounting for growth. 

The April Bonus: What is the number of cattle and
sheep  per  acre  that  will  allow  the  land  to  support  the
livestock indefinitely? (Or at least, for the entire growing
season?)
Solution:  3 cattle and 12 sheep per acre.
Congrats to our April Solvers: Paul Braterman (UK), Terry
Lauritsen (NM), Eric Hanczyc (WA), Mike Arms (NM), 
Eiichi Fukushima (NM), Alice Anderson(NM) 

Congratulations  to  NMSR's
Science Fair Winners!

NMSR  congratulates  students  Esteban
Abeyta and Ashvini Vaidya of Los Alamos High
School on being selected as NMSR's awardees for
projects showing good use of scientific method in
the public interest.  Their  outstanding 2015 New
Mexico  Science  &  Engineering  Fair  Project  in
Senior  Microbiology,   was  titled  “Preventing
Hospital  Acquired  Infections  Using  Permanent
Nanostructure  Surface  Coatings  on  Invasive
Devices.” Each student received a certificate and
a $100 cash award.

The Founding of NMSR 
A Look Back after 25 Years
by Ken Frazier

New  Mexicans  for
Science  and  Reason  has  been
proudly  on  its  own  for  25
years. But it had its origin in a
national and even international
movement  to  help  spread
science-based  skepticism
around  the  country  and  the
world. 

In  the  1980s,  the  Committee  for  the  Scientific
Investigation  of  Claims  of  the  Paranormal  (CSICOP),
founded  with  considerable  fanfare  in  1976,  began  an
aggressive  campaign  to  help  create  local  and  regional
skeptic  groups  in  the  United  States  (as  well  as  in  other
countries). 

As  editor  of  CSICOP’s  journal  the  SKEPTICAL

INQUIRER and a member of the CSICOP Executive Council,
as well as an Albuquerque resident since 1977, I felt New
Mexico  needed  a  skeptics  group  to  help  promote  good
science  and  critical  thinking.  New  Mexico  has  a  proud
scientific and engineering tradition, with a number of first-
class scientists and engineers. It also was the locus of a lot
of New Age and pseudoscientific hooey. 

The  first  groundwork  was  laid  in  1987.  I  had
learned  about  John  Geohegan,  a  local  engineer  and
humanist, and had my eye on him as a potential leader of
such  a  group.  On  December  2,  1987,  I  wrote  to  our
headquarters in Buffalo, N.Y., asking them to send a letter
and  handbook  to  John,  who  “has  expressed  interest  in
helping me/us start a local group in the Albuquerque area.” I
said,  “I  feel  an  increasing  need  and  interest  for  a  New
Mexico group. But I have little time to organize one myself.
Nevertheless, I would want to form a distinguished advisory
board  of  scientists  and  scholars.  Most  I  already have  in
mind. My idea is I would play a co-chairman or some such
role.”

 On  December  8,  1987,  CSICOP  headquarters
mailed a letter to John. “We have been given your name by
Ken Frazier as being interested in starting a local group in
the Albuquerque area. We appreciate your enthusiasm and
enclose a manual for groups for you to read. “

John responded in friendly fashion but  said “my
decision is not to start a group now.” He gave a number of
reasons, but ended, “I’m going to bide my time. . . . I’m still
here and interested so don’t cross me out of your memory
bank” (John Geohegan to Mark Plummer, CSICOP, Jan. 29,
1988.) 
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Two years elapsed before that fledgling effort came
to fruition. 

But then it happened. On February 8, 1990, Barry
Karr,  then  the  new  Executive  Director  of  CSICOP,  a
position he still  happily holds  today,  sent  out  a  letter  on
CSICOP letterhead to every Skeptical Inquirer subscriber in
most of New Mexico. I think all subscribers from at least
Socorro in the south through the Albuquerque area and to
Santa Fe and Los Alamos in the north got it. 

The letter noted that the SKEPTICAL INQUIRER had
been published for 14 years and “has a healthy circulation
through the U.S.A.” It  said that  over the past  eight years
local organizations with aims similar to CSICOP had been
established, and CSICOP would like to see the formation of
a “properly constituted group” in New Mexico that would
“be  committed  to  the  scientific  method.  .  .  .  We  would
appreciate your thoughts as to how we can encourage the
formation of a new local group in New Mexico.” It asked
for  help  identifying  key  scientists  or  journalists  and  key
university faculty members to whom CSICOP could send
information packages.

The letter  concluded: “If  you would like to help
start a new New Mexico Skeptics group please complete the
form on the other side. You may suggest other ways we can
expand  in  your  state.  We  would  greatly  appreciate  your
thoughts and suggestions.”

I have copies of 37 of those surveys returned to our
Buffalo  headquarters,  all  filled  out  by  hand.  Many
respondents volunteered to become actively involved. Some
of the people who returned surveys are still  active today,
such as M.B. (Mark) Boslough, Gerald Shelton, Ted Cloak,
and Rick Buss. A number of responses came from Santa Fe,
including Joe Szimhart (an expert on cults who now works
in Pennsylvania); Sam Balleen, the owner of the La Fonda
Hotel  and  a  self-described  “physics  groupie”;  and
writer/historian John Pen La Farge.

The  next  step  was  an  organizing  meeting.  I
arranged for the meeting hall at the New Mexico Museum
of Natural History on May 16, 1990. CSICOP paid the $40
rental fee. I still have that receipt and rental agreement.

In  April  1990 CSICOP headquarters  sent  out  an
attractive one-page flyer  inviting to the meeting all  those
who  responded  to  the  survey,  as  well  as  other  SI
subscribers. 

 “Come Witness the Birth of a New Group: The
New  Mexico  Skeptics,  May  16,  1990,  7:00  p.m.,  New
Mexico Museum of Natural History, Multipurpose Room 3-
4,  Albuquerque,”  the  one-page  flyer  began.  “Meet:  Ken
Frazier, editor of the Skeptical Inquirer, and fellow skeptics
from  around  the  state.  This  will  be  an  organizational
meeting to determine officers, membership dues, newsletter
participants, and the constitution for your group.”

I have a brief hand-written written note I made to
bring to that meeting, with three main agenda questions:

 Do We Want a Local Group?’
 What Should It Do? 
 What Are the Major Local Issues?

Later that night I typed up a two-page memo about
that  meeting.  Here are some of  my recollections and my
comments at the time:

It was a very good meeting, I officiated (along with
my  wife,  Ruth).  Twenty-eight  people  filled  the  meeting
room to capacity. One of them, I was pleased to see, was
John Geohegan. 

I began by telling them that New Mexico was tied
for second among all the 50 states in SKEPTICAL INQUIRER

subscribers  per capita. (California was first; New Mexico,
Colorado, Washington, and Massachusetts tied for second.)

They  expressed  enthusiastic  support  for  a  local
group. They engaged in lively discussion of possible goals,
programs, and policies.

“The  group,”  I  wrote,  “will  work  to  critically
evaluate  local  paranormal  and  fringe-science  claims  and
promote science education, scientific inquiry, and clear and
creative thinking.” 

 That was a big first step. The next big step in the
meeting,  and  a  giant  relief  for  me,  was  when  John
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Geohegan  kindly  agreed  to  serve  as  chairman.  Whew!
Thank you, John! He was then head of the New Mexico
humanist society, but his term was ending in the fall. I had
told the attendees I could not head the group (in addition to
editing SI I  worked  full  time at  Sandia  Labs)  but  would
actively participate and provide help, advice, and support. I
gave John a sample of a generic  constitution and bylaws
CSICOP had in its kit for local groups and a copy of one
local group’s actual bylaws. 

A newsletter was deemed extremely important, and
John Smallwood,  head  of  a  strong contingent  who came
from Santa Fe, said he would see to that task. (John had
written to me the previous year,  in January 1989, saying:
“Some of us in Santa Fe would very much like to meet with
you to explore the possibility of a local group of skeptics.”
Pen  La  Farge,  became  editor  of  our  new  group’s  first
newsletter, The Enchanted Skeptic.)

Dues  were  not  decided  upon  until  the  next
meeting, but participants in that first meeting each gave a
dollar to Ted Cloak to ensure there would be postage to mail
a notification about the next. It was decided to meet once a
month, on the second Wednesday of the month. Someone (I
think  John)  suggested  the  UNM Law  School,  where  the
local  humanists met at and which did not charge a rental
fee,  as  a  possible  alternative  to  the  Museum.  (That
suggestion was soon adopted.)

Don Abbott, a retired engineer from Santa Fe and
one  of  the  participants  in  the  meeting,  wrote  a  very
complimentary letter of reflections to me the very next day:
“Until last night’s meeting each one of us subscribers must
have  felt—in  John  Donne’s  phrase—‘an  island  unto
himself,’” he wrote, “so it has been encouraging to find that
there are like-minded others ‘out there.’” 

As  for  the  name of  the  group,  well,  that  wasn’t
decided until the next meeting, on July 11, 1990. I had a
strong idea that I wanted “science” in the name but I wanted
to hear others’ ideas. My notes of that meeting include some
interesting suggestions for names:

New Mexicans for Scientific Thinking in Everyday
Life

Group for Scientific Inquiry
Society of New Mexico Skeptics
Enchanted Skeptics
(Dis)Enchanted Skeptics

New Mexico Seekers of the Truth
New Mexicans for Everyday Reason
Scientific Inquirers for Reality

I strongly urged that our name say what we are for,
not what we are against. I don’t recall how much discussion
it took, but without too much debate my suggestion of New
Mexicans  for  Science  and  Reason  was  voted  on  and
approved. 

We have been known by that name ever since.  I
think it has served us well. 

Yea!  We had a name, a chairman (John Geohegan;
I  was vice-chairman for  the first  year  or  so),  a  secretary
(Ted Cloak), a treasurer (John J. Miller), a newsletter (The
Enchanted  Skeptic,  succeeded  a  few  years  later  by  the
monthly NMSR Reports, now it its 21st volume), and soon
status as an established skeptical organization. We were off
to the skeptical races. 

From  that  very  beginning  NMSR  has  been  in
excellent  hands.  John  ran  all  the  meetings  after  that  for
some  years.  Sometime  in  the  early  1990s  a  young
physicist/mathematician and amateur magician named Dave
Thomas  started  showing  up  and  impressing  us  with  his
knowledge, interest, and skills. By 1995 Dave was NMSR’s
Vice-President and editor of NMSR Reports. Eventually, by
their mutual agreement, Dave became president (remaining
editor)  and  John became second in command.  (I  happily
stepped  down  from  any  further  official  role.)  Early  on,
Nancy Shelton became the treasurer, and she has remained
in that post all these years.

I am so proud of NMSR. I am pleased to think that
I had something to do with its founding, but its wonderful
success over this past quarter century has been due totally to
the dedication and hard work of John, Dave, Nancy, and the
many, many loyal members who come to all the meetings
and take part in lively discussions.

I  have  many  times  remarked  to  my  skeptical
colleagues around the country (and around the world), that I
consider NMSR to be one of the best  and most dynamic
local  skeptic  groups.  It  meets  every  month,  it  has
interesting,  authoritative  speakers,  it  has  avoided  the
political in-fighting that has doomed many groups, it is run
efficiently and economically, and it has been a consistent,
strong presence. 

It  certainly  is  one  of  the  most scientifically
oriented skeptic groups in the United States.  Many it  not
most of the speakers at meetings are scientists or academics
reporting on their scientific work and insights. But where
their  scientific  field  is  misunderstood or  distorted  by the
public  toward  paranormal  or  pseudoscientific  agendas,
those  same  speakers  used  their  expertise  to  clearly
enunciate  the  differences  between  good  science  and  bad
science.  
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I am proud of my long association with NMSR. I
am so pleased to congratulate it on its 25th anniversary. I so
much admire all of you who have made it work so well all
these years. I look forward with pleasure and anticipation to
NMSR’s continued strong role in the promotion of science
and the exposure of pseudoscience for years and years to
come.

April 8th, 2015 NMSR Meeting:
Jason  Wheeler  of  Sandia  spoke  on  “A

Better  Prosthesis”  at  our  April  meeting.  Jason
described  two  classes  of  devices  for  assisting
people: prosthetics replace limbs, while orthotics
augment  existing  limbs.  Wheeler's  group  at
Sandia  has  been  developing  several  prosthetic
technologies. A lot of physics is involved, as the
devices must be powerful, efficient, lightweight,
and more. Designing gears to move limbs requires
optimization of speed, power, torque,  force, and
more. For example, the gears in a bicycle allow
for  peak  power  production  at  constant  pedal
speed; this means the actual bike speed will vary
with climbs and descents.

Because
human  limbs  are
so  versatile,  it's
quite  difficult  to
design prosthetics
to  match  them.
Tradeoffs  are
almost  always
required;  a  limb
designed  for  use

by a bicyclist might come out much different than
one  designed  for  a  hiker,  for  example.  Jason

demonstrated  some  programmable  prosthetics,
including an artifical hand that could play “Rock
Paper Scissors Lizard Spock.” The Spock “Live
Long  and  Prosper”  configuration  is  pictured  at
lower left.  

NMSR  thanks  Dr.  Wheeler  for  a  riveting
presentation.

More Skeptiverse Haiku! 
By Keith Thomas

I hope you don’t choose
To use those copper-infused

Athletic Braces!

While oscillating
This page, will you see a wave

Or an article?

How many psychics
Should it take to locate that

Missing  jetliner?

Suspicious vapors
Are flowing from the mouths of

Chemtrail activists!

Tragic those magic
Rhino horns hold such hard luck

For all those rhinos.

Drug test dilemma
Homeopathic meds found

Undetectable!

DUES - check the date on your mailing label.  If it's time for you 
to renew, or to make a contribution,  please send a check to 
NANCY SHELTON, NMSR Treasurer, 
11617 Snowheights NE, Albuq., NM 87112
Name ________
Address______________________
Membership $20 per annum*
On the Net? Ask for the Paperless NMSR Reports! Send an email 
to nmsrdave@swcp.com “Dave Thomas” 
*For Renewals that are above the $20 annual amount, the excess 
will be applied to the NMSR budget. Thanks!
The NMSR e-mail list is fun!  It’s an e-mail list with news 
announcements of interest to NMSR members, discussions 
about news of the times, and more.  To join, send a request to 
nmsrdave@swcp.com.
Thanks to: John Covan, Ken Frazier, Debbie Thomas, Keith 
Thomas, and all our Puzzlers!


