
2017 – NM’s Public Education Department 
(PED) Attempts to Remove Critical Parts of the 

Next-Gen Science Standards

On September 15th, 2017, Mother Jones reported that “New Mexico’s public education agency wants 
to scrub discussions of climate change, rising global temperatures, evolution, and even the age of planet 
Earth from the standards that shape its schools’ curriculum.” The changes were supported by Secretary 
of Education Christopher Ruszkowski.

Here are some of the proposed changes: “...the draft released by New Mexico's education officials  
changes the language of a number of NGSS guidelines, downplaying the rise in global temperatures, 
striking references to human activity as the primary cause of climate change, and cutting one mention 
of evolution while weakening others. The standards would even remove a reference to the scientifically 
agreed-upon age of the Earth—nearly 4.6 billion years. (Young Earth creationists use various passages 
in the Bible to argue that the planet is only a few thousand years old.)”

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/09/new-mexico-remove-climate-change-evolution-public-education/


Here follow some of the proposed redactions made by the NM PED.

On October 16th, 2017, the PED held a hearing, and the public (including many scientists and teachers) 
turned out in droves to oppose the changes. The hearing was Standing Room Only.

NCSE  reported  on  October  26  th     that  New  Mexico's  Public  Education  Department  officials  on 
Wednesday decided to adopt the Next Generation Science Standards 'in their entirety,

https://ncse.ngo/victory-new-mexico-0


And on November 14th, 2017, NCSE reported that

“New Mexico is now officially the nineteenth state to have adopted the Next Generation Science 
Standards. On November 14, 2017, the New Mexico Register (containing the state's administrative 
rules) was updated to specify that the NGSS, along with six New-Mexico-specific additions, would be 
the New Mexico STEM-ready science standards.

As NCSE previously reported, New Mexico was embroiled in controversy after the Public Education 
Department proposed the adoption of a set of standards modeled on the performance expectations of 
the NGSS, but revised to weaken their treatment of evolution, climate change, and the age of the earth.

The proposal was generally unpopular, with scientific, educational, environmental, business, and faith 
groups across the state expressing their opposition. Ultimately, the Public Education Department 
capitulated, expressing its intention to adopt the NGSS in their entirety with the addition of the six 
New-Mexico-specific standards.

With the publication of the new rules, that intention was fulfilled. In adopting the NGSS, New Mexico 
joins Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, and 
Washington, as well as the District of Columbia.”

 

https://ncse.ngo/victory-new-mexico

